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Preface
Henk van der Vorst retired from academic life in 2005 after many years as one of the major world
ﬁgures in Numerical Analysis and Linear Algebra. Many excellent academic careers have been built
on a small fraction of the ideas and algorithms which van der Vorst derived and introduced during
his incredibly productive career. We mention just his seminal contributions on incomplete Cholesky
preconditioning, the BiCGSTAB iterativemethod for linear systems, and the Jacobi–Davidson algorithm
for computing eigenvalues to which there is so much more we could add. It is not just those in the
area of Numerical Linear Algebra who have beneﬁted: Henk’s paper which introduced the BiCGSTAB
method was the most cited paper in mathematics published in the 1990s and this must largely be due
to the overwhelming use of his algorithm by Engineers, Scientists and others.
Van der Vorst was Editor in Chief of the SIAM Journal on Matrix Analysis and Applications (2000–
2008), elected to the Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and Sciences in 2002 and named a Knight in
the Order of the Dutch Lion (Ridder in de Orde van de Nederlandse Leeuw) by Queen Beatrix in 2006.
He has always been a sound and trusted advisor/mentor/friend to those who have had the privilege to
know him and a tremendous ambassador for Mathematics.
We have been privileged to edit this special issue of papers by many of Henk’s collaborators and
friends in his honour, and on the occasion of his 65th birthday.
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